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2016 
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

(Adopted October 7, 2015) 

 
 
The St. Lucie Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) supports 

legislation that: 
 

1. Implements the following recommendations from the Florida 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council (MPOAC) 

Transportation Revenue Study:  
 

 Expand the Charter County and Regional Transportation System 
Surtax to allow municipalities over 150,000 in population (or the 

largest municipality in a county) and all counties located in MPO 
areas to enact up to a one cent local option surtax by referendum.  

 
 Index local option fuel taxes to the consumer price index in a 

manner similar to the current indexing of State fuel taxes. 

 
 Direct the Florida Department of Transportation to develop a plan 

and conduct one or more pilot tests to move Florida toward a 
Mileage Based User Fee, which protects individual privacy, in lieu of 

the traditional fuel tax. 
 

 
2. Reduces distracted driving by regulating as a primary offense the use 

of electronic wireless communications devices and other similar 
distracting devices, unless they are in a hands-free mode of operation, 

while operating a moving motor vehicle. 
 

 
3. Establishes uniform Statewide regulation that facilitates transportation 

network companies and ride-for-hire services. 

 
 

4. Provides State funding for safety improvements, including 
locally-acceptable improvements that facilitate quiet zones, at railroad 

crossings.   
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2016 

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 
 

Background Information 

 
 

1. In 2012, the MPOAC completed a two-year study to address the ever-widening gap 

between the cost of needed transportation infrastructure along with declining and 

unsustainable revenue sources. The study identified a $74 billion funding shortfall in 

MPO areas over the next 20 years. The study proposes 14 policy recommendations that 

are intended to restore the purchasing power of Florida’s transportation dollar to the 

year 2000 and to move Florida toward a Mileage Based User Fee in lieu of the traditional 

fuel tax. 

 

2. The 2013 Florida Legislature enacted the “Florida Ban on Texting While Driving Law”. 

The law prohibits the operation of a moving motor vehicle while manually typing, 

sending or reading interpersonal communication (texting, e-mailing, instant messaging, 

etc.) using a wireless communications device. The law provides for enforcement of the 

ban as a secondary offense meaning a driver would have to be pulled over for another 

violation to receive a ticket for violating the ban on texting. The 2014 and 2015 Florida 

Legislatures underscored the severity of distracted driving by considering bills that would 

have substantially increased the penalty for distracted driving. This legislative proposal 

would seek to strengthen the enforcement mechanism for the texting while driving ban 

by making it a primary offense. 

 

3. The existence of transportation network companies and nontraditional ride-for-hire 

services, such as Uber and Lyft, have become more commonplace. While the rapidly-

expanding use of these services by the public demonstrates their popularity, traditional 

ride-for-hire services, such as taxi cab and limousine companies, have challenged the 

lack of government regulation, such as mandatory driver background checks and liability 

insurance minimums, which have been imposed on their industry. In absence of 

Statewide regulations, local jurisdictions have attempted to enact various regulations, 

such as mandatory driver background checks and minimum liability insurance 

requirements, for the newer services. The newer services maintain that they are unlike 

the traditional ride-for-hire services and should not be subject to such regulation. 

Claiming that such regulation is onerous to their business model, the newer services 

have stopped operating in areas where local regulations have been adopted which has 

been unacceptable to the public. In addition, inconsistent regulations among the local 

jurisdictions further complicates the issue. This legislative proposal would seek to have 

uniform Statewide regulations established by the Legislature that facilitates 

transportation network companies and ride-for-hire services.  

 

4. The recent emphasis by the Governor of Florida on the expansion of Florida’s ports to 

capture a larger share of international shipments bound for the United Sates results in a 

significant increase in freight traffic including on Florida’s railroads. Recently-

implemented and proposed passenger rail projects also contribute to the increase in rail 

traffic. A large share of Florida’s railroads extend through heavily-populated urban 

areas, and railroad crossings have not received the commensurate investments in 

upgrades to address safety issues. State funding should be provided for safety 

improvements at Florida’s railroad crossings consistent with the funding that has been 

provided to upgrade other freight facilities. 


